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2010 THRILL OF THE HILL FUNDRAISER 

March 27th, 6-10pm 
H & R Block World Headquarters 

13th & Main, Kansas City, MO  64105 

 
You won’t want to miss Kansas City Soap Box Derby’s Thrill of the Hill Fundraiser being held this year at the sleek, new 
H & R Block World Headquarters next to KC’s vibrant Power & Light District.  Enjoy live music from Little Eva and the 
Works who will thrill the crowd with everything from classic rock to funky blues and R & B. There will even be a cash 
bar.  Families will also enjoy carnival games, bingo, cake walks, pinewood derby racing, door prizes and raffles. A 
silent auction will also be held including many collectibles and unique Kansas City items and experiences. Premium 
reserved tables on the main floor located near the band are $100. Standard reserved tables are $80. General admission 
is $10 for adults and children 13 and older (12 and younger are free). Admission includes free parking. Snacks, pizza, 
and beverages will be available for purchase in addition to a cash bar. All proceeds will go to track improvements and 
resurfacing of the dedicated track located at 4600 Eastern Avenue. Reserve your table(s) by March 1 to receive a 
free raffle ticket for a Wii system ($10 value).  To download a ticket form, go to our website at kcsbd.com, click on 
’Thrill of the Hill Fundraiser,’ and click on the ticket form link.  Guests of the Thrill of the Hill Fundraiser may receive dis-
count pricing at the Hilton President Hotel, the Official Hotel of the new Power & Light District, if they make their reserva-
tions before February 26th. Again for more information go to our website. 

The Thrill of the Hill Fundraiser will also include two special pinewood derby races. Entrants can build a 5-ounce pine-
wood derby car to standard specs for the trophy race or get creative and build an outlaw 7-ounce pinewood car for the 
cash prizes race. There will be an entry fee of $5 per racer. Check in time for racers is 6:30pm with racing beginning at 
7pm. Rules for both pinewood derby divisions can be found on the website. 

Also, if you wish to approach a company or organization for a donation, you can download a donation request letter on 
the website. 

2010 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Construction Clinic—March 13, 11am-3pm, H & R Auto 

Construction/Driving Clinic—April 10, 1-5pm, at the track 

Spring Rally—April 17 & 18 (AA) 

All-American Local Race—June 19t 

Fall Rally I—August 21 & 22 

Fall Rally II—September 18 & 19 

http://kcsbd.com/DonationRequestLetter.doc
http://kcsbd.com/DonationRequestLetter.doc


CONSTRUCTION & DRIVING CLINICS 
 Racing families will want to be sure to participate in one or both of the car construction clinics we have 
scheduled this spring.  They are highly recommended for both first time racing families and experienced rac-
ers.  We suggest first time builders bring their car kits unassembled to the clinic so we can help you to  
properly position your driver in his/her car.  Current racers must update your cars to the current rules.  The 
second clinic will be held at the track weather permitting.  The track will also be open for practice driving on 
that date.  For newcomers who think they might be interested in soap box derby, we will have cars 
available to test drive. 
 

             Construction Clinic 

When: Saturday, March 13th, 11am to 3pm. 

 (Come and go as you please.  Lunch                                                                                     
 and snacks provided.) 

Where:  H & R Auto 

                5541 Merriam Drive 
      Shawnee Mission, KS 
                See map>> 
 
      Construction/Driving Clinic 

When:   Saturday, April 10th, 1pm to 5pm                                                                 

Where:  KC Soap Box Derby Track 

      4600 Eastern Ave. 
      Kansas City, MO 
      See map>> 
 
This will be a construction clinic and a driving 
Practice.  All new and old racers invited! 
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SOAP BOX DERBY CARS FOR SALE! 

 
Used Yellow Super Stock Car—Call Dave Bricker (660)287-2262 

 
New Stock Car—Call Alan Wheeler (816)322-4608 or email at wthreewheels@aol.com 

 
2 Stock Cars, 1 Super Stock Car, tools and scales—Call Chris Ambrosetti (765)289-

8805 (Muncie, IN) or email at munciesoapboxderby@yahoo.com 
 
 



All-American Soap Box Derby Rescue 
 

 Many of you may not be aware that the All-American Soap Box Derby has been experiencing a financial crisis 
this winter.  In December, FirstMerit Bank filed a lawsuit against the All-American to collect the $580,000 in loans that the 
Derby owes them.  The Derby has not had a national sponsor in recent years, causing the money problem.  In 2009, the 
derby lost about $149,000.   
 
 The All-American’s financial woes are also a concern for the city of Akron.  It is estimated that the derby brings 
about $2.5 million each year to the local economy.  The derby is important enough that Akron has invested about $1 mil-
lion in it since 2005.  In the midst of the crisis, other cities, including Flagstaff, AZ, have shown an interest in taking over 
the soap box derby, knowing how valuable it can be to a community.  Akron Mayor, Don Plusquellic said, “We have to 
have things that build this community’s image, and the derby is one of those.  It’s one of the top 10 iconic institutions rep-
resenting family activities in America.”   
 
 Recognizing how important the All-American Soap Box Derby is to the community, the city of Akron has moved 
in to save it.  They have encouraged FirstMerit Bank to create a new loan agreement that will give the derby 15 years to 
pay back the loan at a bargain interest rate.  The city has guaranteed to pay up to $42,000 annually on the loan if the 
derby cannot make its annual payments.   
 
 The All-American Soap Box Derby will also be re-organizing its Board of Directors.  The Board will be reduced 
from 15 to 12 members.  The new board will include members of the Akron business community and representatives 
from the city of Akron and Summit County.  This new expertise on the board will be used to recruit national sponsors and 
bring in companies that will support the derby. 
 
 Another exciting development in this story, is that actor Corbin Bernsen has written a screenplay and hopes to 
produce a movie that will help rescue the derby.  The proposed title of the movie is 25 Hill.  Bernsen wrote the script after 
reading about the derby’s financial struggles in USA Today.  The story is about “an 11-year old boy named Trey whose 
dreams of Derby victory fade when his father is killed fighting in Afghanistan.  But Trey begins to rebuild those dreams 
with the help of a reluctant hero, a one-time derby champ, who is contending with his own terrible heartbreak.  A deep 
friendship is forged and wounds are healed in the dim light of a backyard garage, but the duos hopes are threatened 
when the Derby’s demise appears imminent.”  Bernsen says, “We can’t lose our traditions and the Soap Box Derby is as 
American, simple, and exciting as any tradition we have.  It’s where kids dare to dream.” 
 
 You can read more about this story on the All-American Soap Box Derby website:  www.aasbd.org. 

2010 KCSBD OFFICERS 
 

President—Bryan Stephens   816-796-0536   stephens_bryan@hotmail.com 

Vice-President—Alan Wheeler   816-322-4608   wthreewheels@aol.com 

Secretary—Jeannette Stephens   816-796-0536   stephens_jean@hotmail.com 

Treasurer—Roy Fortner   816-524-1537   roy@fortnerfinancial.com 

Derby Director—Jon Edwards   913-393-4889   jonedw1967@aol.com 

Assistant Derby Director—David Ball   816-238-3399   aanddball@hotmail.com 

Chief Inspector—Steve Yonker   816-525-1938   a_yonker@yahoo.com 

Publicity—Sue Evans   816-373-6848   sueaevans@sbcglobal.com 

 



REGIONAL RACING EVENTS 
 

April 24 & 25ðDes Moines, IA (AA) 3 races 
May 1 & 2ðOgallala, NE (AA)  3 races 

May 15 & 16ðOmaha, NE (AA) 
May 22 & 23ðDes Moines, IA (AA) 3 races 

May 29 & 30ðSioux City, IA  (NDR) 
June 26 & 27ðDes Moines, IA  (NDR) 3 races 

July 18 to 24—Akron, OH All-American World Championship Race 
July 25-31—Akron, OH NDR Nationals 

August 7 & 8ðOgallala, NE (NDR) 
September 4 & 5ðDes Moines, IA  (NDR) 

September 11 & 12ðOgallala, NE  (AA) 3 races 
September 25 & 26ðDes Moines, IA   

October 2 & 3ðOmaha, NE (AA) Monster Rally 


